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Voice Your Opinion: What Cybersecurity Support & Programs Do Small
Businesses in Delaware Need?

Technical Track: Small Business

This session will be town hall style. The moderators will open up the
conversation with some general updates on how resource partners
across the State are addressing the cybersecurity concerns of the small
business community (workforce development, critical infrastructure, di-
rect counseling, cyber start-ups) and will then open up the conversation
to the audience for comments and questions. The intended outcome of
this session will be to identify gaps in outreach to small businesses, iden-
tify specific needs or concerns, and to expand awareness of available re-
sources (current or potential).

Biography

Elayne Starkey is a native of Milford, Delaware and a graduate of Milford
High School. She graduated from James Madison University in 1984 with
degrees in computer science and math and business administration.
After graduation she was recruited by Xerox Corporation, where she
joined the Webster Research Center software development team in
Rochester, NY. While at Xerox, she earned an MS degree in Computer
Science at the Rochester Institute of Technology with concentrations in
Software Engineering and Data Communications.

In 1993, Elayne joined the IT staff at Perdue Farms Inc, in Salisbury, MD,



where she programmed and managed corporate computer systems for
the second largest poultry producer in the nation.

In 1996, Elayne entered the public sector with the Delaware Department
of Public Safety. As the Chief Information Officer, she was responsible
for the coordination of the technology initiatives across eight state agen-
cies, including Delaware State Police, Division of Motor Vehicles, and the
Delaware Emergency Management Agency. She was responsible for ad-
vising the Cabinet Secretary on technology matters and recommending
priorities on a $90 million budget. She was named the Public Safety Em-
ployee of the Year in 2000 and served on Governor Minner’s Information
Services Task Force.

Elayne was a founding member of Delaware’s newly created Department
of Technology and Information, charged with IT reform and revitaliza-
tion. She served as the Chief Technology Officer until 2005. In her cur-
rent role as Chief Security Officer, she is responsible for Delaware’s en-
terprise-wide cyber security, disaster recovery, and COOP programs.
Elayne is the Chair of the Delaware Information Security Officer Team
and member of the Governor’s Homeland Security Council. Elayne is a
Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP®), and a Com-
puter Week’s Federal 100 winner. She was honored as one of 10 most
Influential People in Government Information Security, a Distinguished
Alumni Award from JMU, and has testified before the US Senate on cy-
bersecurity.

Elayne is a lifelong volunteer mentor, and is passionate about encourag-
ing young women to pursue careers in science, technology, and math
(STEM). Elayne and her husband Buck live in Millsboro, DE and enjoy
travel and sports.

David Weir

Dr. Weir holds a Ph.D. in chemical physics from the University of Glas-
gow, Scotland and lectured at the University of St. Andrews, Scotland be-
fore beginning a 35-year career with the DuPont Company in Wilming-
ton, Delaware. While at DuPont, Dr. Weir held leadership positions in re-
search, manufacturing and business. As vice president for Global Re-
search and Development, he was a key leader in developing DuPont's
worldwide capability in life sciences, agriculture and biotechnology.

Dr. Weir joined the University of Delaware in 1998 and became the
founding director of the Delaware Biotechnology Institute, a partnership
involving the University, the state, and private sector entities.



In 2008, Dr. Weir established the University’s Office of Economic Innova-
tion and Partnerships (OEIP). Under Dr. Weir’s leadership, OEIP has
formed a unique, statewide, small business economic development ca-
pability by integrating and deploying the functional expertise of the Del-
aware Small Business Development Center, the Procurement Technical
Assistance Center, UD’s Technology Transfer Center and the Delaware
Technology Park.

Cyber Security is an important OEIP initiative. The purpose of the initia-
tive is to help Delaware’s small business community secure their critical
data and infrastructure by offering pragmatic approaches based on cur-
rently available technologies.



