
Zakiyyah Ali is the execuƟve director of the Tech Council of Delaware 
and is leading efforts to build and expand inclusive tech talent pipelines 
in Delaware through several ecosystem commiƩees and the First State 
Tech Partnership, a sectoral partnership focused on the technology in-
dustry. With over 20 years of experience in the fields of workforce devel-
opment and human resources, Zakiyyah is skilled at developing innova-
Ɵve soluƟons that provide businesses with qualified talent and create 
avenues for overlooked populaƟons to achieve economic independence 
through sustainable employment. Zakiyyah graduated with honors from 
West Chester University with a Bachelor of Science in MarkeƟng, minor 
in Psychology, and earned a Master of Leadership Development from 
Pennsylvania State University-Great Valley. She also holds a Senior CerƟ-
fied Professional designaƟon from SHRM, a Professional Human Re-
source Management credenƟal from Villanova University, and is a gradu-
ate of the Women’s Leadership Series through Temple University’s Fox 
School of Business Center for ExecuƟve EducaƟon.  

Debbi Blyth, ExecuƟve Strategist, is part of the Industry Business Unit at 
CrowdStrike, where she provides strategic advisory services related to 
enterprise cybersecurity soluƟons for all industry verƟcals including Gov-
ernment, EducaƟon and Healthcare.   

Prior to joining CrowdStrike, Debbi spent 7 years as Colorado’s Chief In-
formaƟon Security Officer (CISO).  During her tenure she was successful 
at doubling the cybersecurity budget, recovering from a large-scale ran-
somware aƩack, and measurably reducing risk across the state.  Debbi 
has over 25 years technology background and 15 years leading infor-
maƟon security programs.  Before joining the state of Colorado, Debbi  
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led the InformaƟon Technology Security and Compliance programs at 
TTEC (5 years) and Travelport (3 years).  Debbi is a Colorado naƟve, and 
graduated Summa cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science degree from 
Regis University.  

Anahi San ago is the Chief InformaƟon Security Officer at ChrisƟana-
Care, the largest healthcare provider in the State of Delaware.  Prior 
CCHS, she spent over 10 years as the InformaƟon Security and Privacy 
Officer at Einstein Healthcare Network.  In her role as CISO she has over-
all responsibility for the organizaƟon's cybersecurity and assurance pro-
gram. SanƟago leads a team of informaƟon security professionals in sup-
porƟng CCHS's strategic iniƟaƟves by collaboraƟng with clinical and busi-
ness leaders, managing cybersecurity risks, implemenƟng policies and 
controls, generaƟng overall awareness and fostering a culture of security 
and safety. 

Anahi SanƟago holds a B.S. in electrical and computer engineering as 
well as an execuƟve MBA from Drexel University. She is an acƟve con-
tributor and member of several local, state and federal cybersecurity or-
ganizaƟons including H-ISAC Board of Directors, Healthcare Sector Coor-
dinaƟng Council's Cybersecurity Working Group, Delaware Healthcare 
Cybersecurity Alliance and WiCyS. 

Maria S. Thompson is the State and Local Government ExecuƟve Gov-
ernment Advisor - Cybersecurity for Amazon Web Services (AWS).  In 
this role, she brings over 20 years of experience in informaƟon technolo-
gy, strategic planning, computer network defense and risk management. 
Prior to her role with AWS, Maria served as North Carolina’s first State 
Chief Risk and Security Officer.  
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